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The End of the Low

“For Christ iz the end of the low for
righiecusness to everyone that beliepeih®
‘Rom. 10:4).

Are you one of the many who have been
taugnt that this’ verse means that the fol-
lower of Christ no longer needs the Ten
Commandment law and that this law has
been done away in Christ? If so, you are
invited to reconsider what Is being taught in
this verse.

First, what is 2 “law” and why are
laws i existence? We usually think of
their being needed to provide resiraint
against viclating the rights of cothers and
to maintain order and equality in the human
society, They are also needed az a basis for
determining and regulating the punichment
to he assessed when transgreseicn has been
comraitied.

Man does not naturally know what is
good for him and what is not, and zelfishness
often controls him more than hiz sense of
right, Laws were given in Edsn, the bresk-
ing of which caused the fall ¢f man. Maosas,
In recording the events which had happened
in the centuries belore he lived, does noi
mentivn, the actual giving of laws to the
people, bt the actions of those people
clezr!y show that they had recsived laws.
Cain brcke the law of sacrifice, for his
sacrifice was rejected, while that of Absl
was accepted. Abraham and Lot were right-
ecus and the city of Sodom was wicked. The




difference between righteousness and un-

rightecusness is defined by the laws of God.

mis was true before the time of Moses;
it was true during his time -and it is yeb
true. The Word of God clearly states that
« g is the transgression of the law”
(1 John 3:4), =nd ‘“...where Do law is,
there is no transgression” (Romeans 4:15},

It iz evident that laws were known to the
fret parents and to the patriarchs. The
fiood destroyed the disobedient, but right-
conus Noah was saved. He worshined Ged
ahove all else, and refused to worship trm-
sees. The law to honor fatiner and mother
vs known as is shown in Genesis 9:22-25.
Exainples of the observance of most of the

Ten Commandments are found before that-

1z is recordad, and many gxamples of
sacrifices are found, which show there were
sacrificial laws.

st families have rules which help them
o get along well together. Few Iamiliss
ave thege rules written down. So it was
i
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the laws of God. They were known
o nos written in a code of law until the
12 when Israel came to M, Sinal.

Tn the 10th and 20th chapters of Exodus
we hove a record of the giving of the T=an
Commandments. Amid an awe-inspiring
display of power, with the mountain smok-
i and guaking, Geod, Himself, spoke In
5 of thunder ‘which the people heard

understood—the words of the Ten
Commandments.

sAnd IMoses brought forth the pecple

cut of the camp to meet with Cod...And

the mount Sinai was altegether on a

smcks, bzcause the Leord descended upon

it in fire...and the whole mount guakad

greatiy. And when the volee of the
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trumpet sounded long, and waxed louder
and louder, Mcses spake, and God an-
swered him by a voice” (Exodus 18:1719).
And the 20th chapter begins by stating that
God spoke the words there recorded—the
Ten Commandments.

This is the only record we have of God,
the Creator of the universe, speaking to =&
large group of people. The Words e spoke
were angraved upon two tables, or tanlets,
of stone, “And the tables were the work of
God, and the writing was the writing of
God, graven upon the tables” (Exodus 32:
16).

Tven after this first set was cast down by
Moses and broken, he was nof permitted to
copy the writing, but was commaeanded to
bring another set of tables and God azgain
inseribed them with that same Ten Cemi-
mandment law. These tables containing the
Ten Commandments were enshrined with-
in the sacred “ark of the covenant” which
was kept in the most holy p.ace of the
tabernacle and later in the temple. Take
careful note that this Ten Commandment
ecode was kepbt separate from the “hook
of the law.” The Ten Commandments
were placed inside the ark (Deuteronomy
10:5), apd the “book of the law” was placed
“in the side of the ark” (Desuteronomy 31:
287 .

The Two Laws

in Exodus 20:22 we notice that in speak-
ing of the Ten Commeandments, God says,
“ve have seen that I have talked with you
from heaven. Then going tu chapter 21,
the first verse reads: “Now these are the
judgments which thou shalt set before
ther,” and the following wverses contaln
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many laws and ordinances, Notice the clear

istingtion between the two codes of law.
God gave the Ten Commandments directly,
both by voice and by writing, but He gave
the other Iaws and ordindnces to Moses
and told him to give them to the people.
In Deuteronomy 31:24 we learn how these
other laws were preserved:

“And it came fto Dpass, when Moses
had made an end of writing the words
of this law In a bock, until they were
finished.,..” After Moses had finished
writing this “book of the law,” what was
deone with it? “Take this book of the law,

~and put it in the side of the ark of the cove-
nant of the Lord your God...” The Hebrew
translation by Leeser translates this, “put
it 2t the side of the ark.” The tables of stone
were i the srk; the book of the law was
placed gt the side of the ark, Notice
this very clear disfinction in the placement
of the two codes. Sursly there wmwust have
been an important reason for this

Ged's Law for All Naiioos

Before we study the reason for the dis-
tinction in the laws, let us notice to whom
thie laws were given and to whom they ap-
pied, In Deuteronomy, Moses sums up the
dealings of God with Isrzel, and concern-
ing the lawid which had been given, he
ays: “And now, Isrzel, whal doth the
Lord thy God reguire of thee, hut...to
koep the cornmandments of the Lord, and
nis slatutes, whicn I command thee this day
tor thy good” (Deutercnomy 10:12, 13),
sTharefora thou shali love the Lord thy
Goed, and kaep his charges, and his statutes,
and his indgmants, and his commandments,
always” (Chapter 11:1), From these and
similar texss it is often argnad that the laws
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were given only for the Hebrew naticn—
that God singled them out and gave vhem
these special codes of law never intending
that these laws should apply to any other
nations.

In our study of the Bible we must consid-
er all the texts which hear on a subject and
see what is taught when they are harmon-
ized. There is no question but that the laws
were given to the Israelites. That was be-
cause the Israelites were the only nation
at that time who worshiped God. The laws
were nct confined to them alone. God does
not have separate codes, or laws, for differ-
ent nations. The Israelites called all other
nations “strangers” just as we call others
“foreigners.” In Numbers 9:14, 15 we read:
“And if a stranger shall sojourn among you,
and will keep the passover...so shall he
do: ye shall have one ordinance, both for
the stranger, and for him that was horn
in the 1and.” (See Deutercnomy 2%:14, 15.)

How many peoples of the world were sup-
posad to use God’s temple? In Isaizh 567
we read, “...mine house shall be called &an
house of prayer for all people,” Christ quated
from this verse in Matthew 21:13 to show
that it applied to the femple th:on present.
In Romans 3:29, Paul confirms this thought:
“Iz he the God of the Jews only? it he not
also of the Centiles? Yes, of the Gentiles,
alsg. ™"

The Law of Mopses

The commandments and ordinances which
God gave to Moses and which Mosaes wrote
in a book, which was placed at the side of
the ark in the temple, are referred to
threughout the Bible as the “law of Mgzes,”
{Soe | Kings 2:3; 2 Chron. 23:18; Malaciy
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44+ Hsb, 10:28) We find the detailz of this
law in Fxodas, Leviticus, Numbers and Deau-
teronomy. This “added” law (Galatians 3!
19) has served its purpose and is no longer
in efect.

it did not suddenly come to an end, but
gradually as events and condiiions, with
which paris of it specifizally deaslt, came to
an end or ceased tp exist. Ewxampies of this

instructions for the bhuilding of the
They came to an end when
acle was compieted (Mxodus 49},

2. The rules for the order of the camp
while Tsrael weas in the wilderness (Numberq
2Y. These ended when Israel arrived in the
pmmised land.

All burnt oiferings and sacrifices. These
1:'.\111,60. forward to Christ and His supreme
szorifies. They were carried oui In connec-
oy with the Temple worship, When Christ
gn the cross, the grest vell, which
d=4 the Holy Place from the Most
Hoiy Place, rinped in the center from top
to bottom, signifyving that the temple and
21l ol the szerificial system  connected
witi it had come to an end. It had fulfilied
its purpose in pointing forward fo that which
hzd now taken place.

Whnt absubt the Ten Commandment
’td“"’ Did it zlso come to an end in Christ?
have noted how fhe Bible makss- a
c‘ntl netion betwesn these two codea

. The Moszic law polnted forward t
and thus led men to Chroist. A+
me time they were called upon to keep
hlmal law of righteous Yving. Could
Carist bring an end to the nee=d for meoral
vrinciples? Surely not, for those principles
are eternal. The Ten Commandments are the
6
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“law of liberty,” tbhe *royal law” spoken of
in James 2:8, 12, After quoting a part of this
law, James says, “So speak ye, and so do,
as they that shall be judzed by the law
of liberty” (Chapter 2:12). The law which
God wrote on tables of stone and which
He spoke in tones of thunder from the
mount is the great eternal, moral law which
today is to be written in the hearis of al
Christians (Hebrews §:10-13). Jesus gquoted
it to the young man who asked the way
to eternal life (Matthew 19:17). 'The saints
are spoken of i Revelation 14:12 as
those who “keep the commandments of God.”

So the way that Christ bzcame the ernd
of the law was by bringing a termination
to that part of God's laws which were given
through Moses and which included the sac-
rifices which ended as Christ became the
final sacrifice for sin. His death did not
do away with the other laws that God
had instituted, such as making and bowing
down to idols, honoring parents, and com-
mitting adultery.

The fact that Christ

said: *Think not that

T am come te destroy the law...” (Mat-
thew F:17) is evidence that not 3l law
was abolished, and this includes the Ten
Commandments
61270
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